Your Guide to Buying With Confidence



2 How the Home Buying
Process Works

Buying a home is a big step — and it's completely normal for the
process to feel overwhelming at first.

There are a lot of moving parts, different professionals involved,
and important decisions along the way. But here’s the good news:

Millions of people successfully buy homes every year — and
with the right team guiding you, the process can feel much
more manageable (and even exciting).

This guide walks you through the full home buying journey
so you always know:

 what happens next

e who is involved

e what is needed from you

e how to avoid common mistakes

The goal is simple: help you feel confident from start to finish.
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Before you start house hunting, getting pre-approved helps
you understand your budget and strengthens your offer.

* Shows sellers you are serious and qualified

* Helps you understand a comfortable price range
* Identifies potential issues early

* Prevents surprises later in the process

* Government-issued ID

* Most recent 2 pay stubs

e Last 2 years of W2s or tax returns

* Recent bank and investment statements

* Permission to pull credit

(these can be alittle different based on how you're employed)

A pre-approval letter showing your estimated price
range — something your realtor will include with your offer.
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This is where your realtor plays a major role in guiding you
through the market and helping you find the right home.
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* Help you explore neighborhoods and listings

* Provide insight on home values and market trends
e Identify potential concerns with properties

e Help you determine a competitive offer price

* Negotiate on your behalf

e Explain contract terms and timelines

®* Why it matters:

A skilled agent brings expert insight and local knowledge to
your search

The right strategy can make a difference in winning a home, especially
in competitive markets.

< Once your offer is accepted, the home is considered “under contract”
and the next steps begin.
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After going under contract, you will submit your earnest money
to the title company.

Your realtor will help:

 confirm the amount required

« provide instructions for delivery

« make sure the deposit is submitted on time

“Why it matters:

Earnest money is a deposit that shows the seller you are serious
about purchasing the home. Missing the deadline could put the
contract at risk.
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Shortly after going under contract, your realtor will help coordinate
the home inspection.

The home inspection helps identify the overall condition of the
property, including:

« roof and structure

« electrical and plumbing systems

« heating and cooling

 appliances

- safety concerns

“Why this matters:
The inspection helps you understand the condition of the home and can
uncover issues that may need to be addressed.



Now the mortgage team begins working behind the scenes to
prepare your loan for final approval.

During this stage, several important items are completed:

» Appraisal - A licensed appraiser confirms the home’s value
supports the purchase price

* Title work — The title company verifies ownership history and
ensures there are no outstanding liens on the property

* Income & asset verification - We confirm employment, income,
and funds for closing

* Homeowner'’s insurance - You select an insurance provider and
provide proof of coverage

* Underwriting review — The underwriter reviews the full file to
confirm everything meets loan guidelines

Sometimes the underwriter may request small updates or
additional documents (called “conditions”). This is a normal part of
the process.

Your responsibilities during this step:

* Provide any requested documents promptly
» Avoid major financial changes (new credit, job changes, large
purchases)

Why this matters:

This stage ensures everything is accurate, complete, and meets loan
requirements. Once all items are approved, you will receive a Clear to Close —
meaning your loan is fully approved and ready for signing.



ﬁJ Step 6: Closing Day

This is it — the finish line! Your loan is approved, your documents
are ready, and you're just a few signatures away from

becoming a homeowner.

You'll receive your Closing Disclosure at least 3 business days
before signing so you can review everything —

final loan terms, payment details, wiring instruction for your

funds, and total closing costs —
with no surprises.

- Sign all final loan and title documents
- Funds from the lender will be wired to title

- Receive the keys to your new home! . ©

- Officially transfers ownership to you
- Legally finalizes your mortgage

- Starts your next chapter as a homeowner



Buying a home is a team effort. Each professional plays an important
role in helping everything go smoothly from start to finish.

Guides your home search, negotiates terms, coordinates inspections,
and helps manage the contract timeline.

Hélps' you choose the right loan, keeps financing on track, and
prepares everything for closing.

Verifies oWné;'ship, prepares closing documents, and securely
handles the transfer of funds.

Helps you séiect the right coverage to protect your home and
ensures your policy meets lender requirements.

Evaluates the home’s condition so you can make an informed decision.

Buying a home is a big milestone, but you don’t have to figure it out
alone. With the right team supporting you, the process becomes clear,
manageable, and much less stressful.

Our goal is to help you feel confident from start to finish — and
celebrate with you when you get the keys. ,©



